
W4DK Honored 
 
During the 2006 WCARS 
hamfest held in late July at 
the Haywood County Fair-
grounds, one of our own 
received a singular honor. 
 
Duke Knief, W4DK, re-
ceived the 2006 KB4C-
Miriam Smith Memorial 
Award for “outstanding 
contributions to Amateur 
Radio Emergency and Pub-
lic Service Communications 
in Western North Carolina.”  

The Award was presented 
during the combined Dis-

trict 14 & 15 ARES Forum. 
The Award was read by 
Carl, N4AA, Miriam’s hus-
band and presented by their 
daughter.   
 
The Award to Duke is well 
deserved.  Not only has he 
been responsible for resur-
recting the Henderson 
County ARES/RACES 
group, but he holds both an 
appointment as EC for Hen-
derson County and DEC for 
Western North Carolina 
District 14. 
 
BRARC congratulates Duke 
on this fine achievement.   
 
 
 
 

 
 

QCWA Invita-
tion 
    The QCWA, Chapter 76, 
has confirmed, Tim Slay, 
N4IB, North Carolina Sec-
tion Manager ARRL, to be 
our speaker at our October 
4th meeting,  
  
    On behalf of QCWA, I 
would like to invite the 
members of the Blue Ridge 
Amateur Radio Club to join 
us at this special meeting.    
  
    Luncheon: 11:00 A.M. 
    Tim, N4IB: 12:00 P.M. 
    
    Please RSVP to Doug 
Lee, W9SPC at 891-8521 
    
                                        
Doug Lee, VP Chapter 76 
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Experimentation. That is 
one word Hams are sure 
to recognize. Have you 
noticed more and more, 
our radios, our televisions 
our lives are dominated 
by digital content? This 
month QST features and 
article on the Orion II by 

Ten Tec. The author 
spends a good deal of 
time explaining how the 
radio is really a moving 
process with digital firm-
ware downloads and in-
tegral part of the proc-
ess. Most of our radios 
now have ports for con-

nection to the PC and they 
can alter the DSP, log sta-
tions, change frequency and 
store thousands of memo-
ries, syncing the radio to 
websites that have huge da-
tabases. Certainly the radio 
of the future will be a digital 

(Continued on page 2) 

The Blue Ridge Echo...Echo...Echo 
Official Transmitter of the Blue Ridge Amateur Radio Club - 

W4YK 

KB4C Award-K3GK photo 



(Continued from page 1) 
screen that is connected 
to the web. As web con-
tent goes wireless in 
many communities, the 
radio will have a VHF or 
UHF receiver for the web 
and an HF transceiver 
combined. We hams 
need to prod the FCC 
and ARRL to allow us to 
make a digital infrastruc-
ture much speedier than 

packet 
on our 
own fre-

quencies, secure from 
commercial invasion, that 
provide Internet access. 

That would be the surest 
way to combat ‘the aging” 
of our Ham community 
because computer users 
would flock to the new 
system. Our most ambi-
tious goal for the next 
decade should be to 
come up with gear and 
tower mounted repeaters 
for a ham web structure 
that is used by ARES and 
the general community as 
an alternative to the dras-
tically vulnerable WWW 
that is provided by the 
DSP, cable and telecom-
munications industry. 
THIS IS AN IMPERA-
TIVE, MORE IMPOR-
TANT THAN DEED RE-
STRICTIONS, TOWER 
HEIGHTS OR CODE-

LESS LICENSING. I RE-
PEAT WE MUST LOBBY 
THE COMMUNITY FOR 
HIGH SPEED WEB AC-
CESS TODAY! Win Link 
is great and should be 
installed ASAP but really 
we need more than Win 
Link for the VHF-UHF 
bands. Let’s do it.  We’ve 
done it before…. 

plicable rate.  Dues for 
full-time students of an 
accredited school will be 
one-half the regular rate 
as long as the student 
status is maintained.  
New members joining be-
tween July and Decem-
ber will pay one-half the 
applicable rate for mem-
bership through the end 
of the year.  This years© 

Dues: Annual dues shall 
be set by the member-
ship, and can be changed 
by a majority vote of a 
quorum.  The dues will 
cover the period from 
January through Decem-
ber.  Dues for additional 
related members in the 
same household as a Full 
or Associate member 
shall be one-half the ap-

dues are $20.00 per per-
son; $10.00 per additional 
family member.  Please 
send your renewals to: 
Lil Clark, 15 Autumn 
Glen Ct., Brevard, NC 
28712 
Meetings:  We meet at the 
Stony Mountain Activity 
Center at 7:30 pm on the 
first Tuesday of each 
month. 

� � � � � � �

$ " ( ! � ( � � � $ %%� ' " #� �

 ! " 
 �#" 
 �� $ " % ! $ " � & %!  " ! � � & � $ & � �  ! " # ' � " � � �

	 ) * + � ' � , %! - ( � ' %� �

2 KW TENTEC AN-
TENNA TUNER 
(ROLLER) 
TENTEC DESK MIKE 
GAP CHALLENGER 
ANTENNA 
CALL MRS SMITH @ 
828-692-7601 
SHE WANTS TO 

MOVE AND IS GIV-
ING A GREAT PRICE 

ITEMS FOR SALE FROM 
THE ESTATE OF KC4NEK 
 
PERFECT TENTEC 
CORSAIR II ( I’VE 
NEVER SEEN A RIG 
SO CLEAN!!) 
TEN TEC MATCHING 
POWER SUPPLY 
PALOMAR TUNER 
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Financial Statement for 
August, 2006 - Lil Clark 
  
Balance as of  7/31/06          
                             $666.78 
Deposit                     88.50 
  Sub-total: 
                             $755.28 
Expenses                186.11 
 
Balance as of 8/21/06 
                             $569.17 
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It was refreshing to see eve-
ryone at this meeting, as we 
had no meeting in July be-
cause meeting day fell on 
July 4th.  We had 25 souls 
in attendance.  We had three 
visitors in our midst:  Matt 
Rutherford, KG4UAD, who 
most of us know;  Kelly 
Norris, KI4OCO;  and Rich-
ard Burns, K8SKX.  We 
congratulated Kelly for re-
cently becoming a ham.  
The meeting began 
promptly on time, and we 
began, after coming to or-
der, by saying the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 
 
George Korper, K3GK, 
thanked everyone who had a 
part in field day.  We had 
good participation, and eve-
ryone who was at field day 
seemed to have an enjoy-
able time.  Ronnie Parham’s 
(K2SST) homebrew multi-
band inverted vee worked 
very well for the c.w. sta-
tion.  We had a spot of trou-
ble getting the windom 
tuned for 40 meters for the 
phone station.  We were 
most thankful that the heavy 
rains that came on Sunday 
night did not materialize 
earlier.  (I might also add 
that those interested in the 
field day event in 2007 met 
at the Blue Sky Café, 

Fletcher, N.C. to critique the 
efforts for 2006 and begin 
advanced planning for next 
year’s event.)  George an-
nounced that Dick Smith, 
K4KQJ, will serve as coor-
dinator for field day 2007. 
 
Dick Sanders, AG4PW, is 
moving to Tennessee.  
Those present gave Dick a 
hand for all the positive 
work he has done with the 
club while he has been liv-
ing in the area.  Thanks, 
Dick, and good luck in the 
new home. 
 
Michael Parente, AI4GR, 
gave the club a report on the 
club’s participation in the N.
C. QSO Party.  It seems we 
did not have many partici-
pate, but those who did had 
an enjoyable time.  Michael 
is hoping more will try to 
join in the effort in the next 
qso party. 
 
Dick Smith announced the 
need for operators at the 
Hendersonville Apple Festi-
val Parade which will take 
place on Labor Day.  A sign 
up sheet was passed around 
for those volunteering to 
operate.  We are to assem-
ble at the Girl Scout build-
ing at Five Points at 12:30 
p.m. 

Bob Delwiche, KD4OKT, 
announced that he would 
have a table at the Shelby 
hamfest. Anyone wishing to 
sell an item or two should 
contact Bob. 
 
The feature presentation at 
this month’s meeting was a 
demonstration of Winlink 
2000 by  Duke Knief, 
W4DK.  While the technical 
theory is rather complicated, 
this digital mode of commu-
nication enables one to sent 
e-mail by amateur radio.  
This can be done by VHF, 
UHF, and HF.   
An operator would need a 
computer, transceiver, mo-
dem or sound card interface, 
and the software that makes 
the program become a real-
ity  This mode of communi-
cation would be especially 
beneficial during emergen-
cies where phone lines have 
been knocked out. 
Duke walked us through the 
program with slides and a 
demonstration by having the 
equipment at the meeting. 
 
The 50-50 drawing was won 
by Steve Goldberg, W4IMF. 
 
Meeting Adjourned. 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Sid Hendricks  W4IOE 

tween members, to promote 
radio knowledge, fraternal-
ism and individual operating 
efficiency, and to promote 
and conduct Club programs 
and activities as to advance 
the general interest and wel-
fare of amateur radio in the 
community. 
 
Volunteer Examinations:  
Once per quarter, our volun-
teer examiners will provide 
an opportunity for YOU to 

Elmers:  We have many 
"elmers"!  An elmer is a 
knowledgeable amateur ra-
dio operator who is willing to 
help new hams and 
"students" with questions or 
procedures and help them to 
understand more about the 
hobby. 
 
Purpose: The purpose of 
this organization shall be to 
further exchange of informa-
tion and cooperation be-

get your amateur license or 
upgrade your present status.  
 
NEXT SESSION: August 12, 
2006, Call Carol, K4YYR for 
Details 
 

Classes:  We occasionally 
have classes so YOU can 
learn how to get your very 
own amateur radio Technician 
class license�
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President: 
George Korper, K3GK 
828-694-3820  
k3gk@arrl.net 
Vice President:  
Gene Mathis, kG4SXE  
828-698-2734 
Secretary: 
Sid Hendricks, 
KG4NBN 
828-684-8130 
Treasurer:   
Lil Clark, KG4GFP  
828-877-5223  
peregrine13@citcom.
net 
Members-At-Large: 
Michael Parente 
AI4GR 
828-891-8970 
Ai4gr@arrl.net 
Ronnie Parham 
K2SST 
Ronk2sst@bellsouth.
net 
Antennas:   
Walt Wernsing, 
KO4JN  
828-891-9956  
walter134@cytechcis.
net 
Echo/Webpage 
Editor:  
Dick Smith, K4KQJ, 
828-687-9531 
k4yyr@arrl.net 
ARRL Emergency 
Coordinator:  
Duke Knief, W4DK  
828-891-4359   
w4dk@arrl.net 
Equipment: 
 
 
Membership:  
Lil Clark—see above 
Public Relations:  
Dick Smith, K4KQJ 
828-687-9531 
K4kqj@arrl.net 
Trustee:  
Steve Smith, KC5F   
828-697-6388   
kc5f@arrl.net 
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Nets and On-The-Air Activities 

Net                                                         Freq / PL                                                 Day/Time      
BRARC Net                                           146.640 MHz/ 91.5                        Sunday 8:00 PM 
BRARC Rag Chew                                28350 kHz                                     Sunday following 
                                                                                                                     146.640 net 
Oasis Shrine Net                                    145.190 MHz                                 Sunday  9:00 PM  
Mount Pisgah 220 Net                           224.260 MHz                                 Sunday  9:00 PM 
Good Morning Net                                  146.760 MHz                                 M-W-F  9:00 AM 
WCARS Info. Net                                   146.910 MHz/ 91.5                        Monday  8:30 PM 
Mount Mitchell 220 Net                          224.540 MHz                                 Monday  9:00 PM 
WCARS Simplex Net                             147.525 MHz                                 Tuesday 8:30 PM 
Henderson County ARES Net             146.640 MHz / 91.5                       Wednesday 9:00 PM 
Hit and Bounce Net(CW)                       7.042 MHz                                     Daily 8:30 AM 
Buncombe ARES Net                            146.910 MHz/ 91.5                        Wednesday 9:00 PM 
Transylvania ARC Net                           147.135 MHz                                 Thursday 8:00 PM 
QCWA Chapter 76                                3942 kHz (SSB)                             Saturday 9:00 AM 
6600 Net                                                145.190 MHz                                 Saturday 9:00 PM 
K4UUQ Morning Net                              7225.5 kHz (SSB)                          Mon-Sat 7:00 AM   
                                                                                                                     Sunday 8:00 AM 
NC Morning Net                                     3927 kHz (SSB)                           Daily 7:45 AM 
SATERN Net                                          14265 kHz                                    Daily 10:00 AM 
Carolinas Slow Net                                3695 kHz (CW 5-8 wpm)              Daily 8:00 PM 
NC Evening Net                                     3923 kHz (SSB)                           Daily 6:30 PM 
Carolinas Net (Early)                              3573 kHz (CW 20-22 wpm)          Daily 7:00 PM  
Tarheel ARES Net                                 3923 kHz (SSB)                           Daily 7:30 PM 
Blue Ridge Traffic (SC)                          146.610 MHz                                Daily 9:00 PM 
Carolinas Net (Late)                               3573 kHz (CW 15-18 wpm)          Daily 10:00 PM 

Report changes to Dick Smith at 687-9531 or k4kqj@arrl.net!�

Club Meeting Tuesday 
September 5,  2006 

 
Vlad, N3CZ, will talk on 
his DX-peditions 

Next club meeting 
October 3, 2006 7:30 pm 

At the SMAC! 
 

QCWA Chapter 76—
1st and 3rd Wednes-
days at the Golden 
Corral, US64 East, 
Hendersonville.  11ish. 
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