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Packed up and set to go.
The solar suitcase is a self-
contained HF rig that is
ready at a moment s notice.
George, K3GK,
a member of
the Henderson
County ARES
team has as-
sembled it as a
key part of his
jump kit.

George has a
portable  HF
rig, an Argo-
naut V, but to
be truly self-
contained it
requires a
source of &

power mdependent of the ac

mains. and it must be eas-
ily portable.

The sun provides power. It
is an ideal emergency
source, being readily avail-
able, quiet, and non-
offensive. George s 40-watt
solar panel converts sunlight

to 12V power needed by the
radio. Because the sun is
hidden at night and on in-
clement days, a battery is

used to store solar energy
and supply the radio. The
35A-hr battery yields about
20 hours of operation at 20
W (25% duty cycle.) And as
soon as the sun comes out,
the battery is recharged,
even as operation continues.

George verifies charging

rate of the battery using a
Wattmeter. His interconnec-
tions are conveniently ef-
fected using a RIGrunner,

and Power-
Pole  con-

Y with
- other ARES
apparatus.
| Just add an
| HF antenna.

! Putting it all
: together in
~ the figura-
= tive suitcase
= is easy. The

S solar  panel
folds to about 18 x 24
inches. Adding the battery
(inside black carry bag) and
radio gives the compact
package shown in the fig-
ure. George is bringing the
solar suitcase to the club s
Field Day outing, so come
see it in action.

The morning of the Bilt-
more event started out
with a roar. The booms of
thunder and powerful
lightening flashes her-
alded the event and |
wash t certain that the
riders and their high-

strung mounts would get
started on time. Dick had
done us all a courtesy by
supplying us with details
and good maps and |
made it to my location
without a hitch. Good
preparation makes for a
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good event and Dick had pre-
viously checked out the cov-
erage and we were making
contact on 146.52 just as pre-
dicted. My location was a
plum position for sure, right
in front of the Chief Engi-
(Continued on page 2)



Financial Statement
for May, 2006 - Lil
Clark

Balance as of 4/30/06
$808.74
Plus: Deposit

34.00
Sub-Total
$842.74
Less: Expenses
82.40
Balance as of 5/20/06
760.34

amazed me all that
bouncing must be hard on
the bones and I could see
that it did take a great deal
of endurance. | know they
appreciated our work as
quite a few of them
thanked us. | guess this is
what hamming and my at-
traction to the club is all
about. Good companion-
ship and times spent with
people | admire and re-
spect are perks of our vol-
unteering efforts. It was a
day I long remember, and
the best part was as |
headed home, Harris re-
minded me to bring a chair
next year. | m looking for-
ward to a day as nice next
year and hearing more
about his travels in the
RV. 73,

K3GK

(Continued from page 1)
neer s house, overlooking
the stables. Horses from
the 50 mile and 100 mile
endurance races were
scheduled to pass right by
us on the trail. My partner
Harris appeared right on
time and set up his rig
and large battery, con-
tacted Ronnie at base,
and we waited for the rid-
ers to
come
down the
trail. We
A 6 had time
S=—= o chat
and swap stories, and
Harris told me he just
turned 86 years of age.

Married for 62 years,
Harris kept me enthralled
with stories about his
travels in the RV and the
day he caught a 26 pound
salmon in Alaska, and
how the law requires that
all salmon be hooked in
the mouth. I got a lot of
tips on where to go and
what to see in this broad
land of ours, and he re-
minded me that the best
campsites go to those
who get up early and into
camp early. George
stopped by and I asked
him about his new job
with Duke power, making
sure the transformers
were up to par. He told us
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about his sighting of a
huge mound of fire ants
up in the mountains,
something | will most as-
suredly watch out for!
We got to know the peo-
ple from the event and
soon a pleasant voice
called to us from the
house behind us offering
fresh coffee. The XYL of
the chief engineer
brought us fresh hazel nut
coffee in hand made pot-
tery mugs. She sells these
at Biltmore and mine was
so pretty and comfort-
able, I bought it quite a
good souvenir. The
horses came by, strong
and quick, their riders
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For Sale:

Canon Digital Rebel SLR
Camera 6.3 MP

Lens 18-55 mm Zoom
Lens 55-200 mm Zoom

Lens 28-90 mm Zoom

Canon Speedlite 220EX

Canon Remote release
RS60-E3

Battery Charger CB-5L
Canon Holster case

UV Filters (2)

All software and cables

Contact George Knud-
sen,

WAGCK

Call 329-1106 or 698-
2718

Price $850.00
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Dues: Annual dues shall
be set by the member-
ship, and can be changed
by a majority vote of a
quorum. The dues will
cover the period from
January through Decem-
ber. Dues for additional
related members in the
same household as a Full
or Associate member
shall be one-half the ap-
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plicable rate. Dues for
full-time students of an
accredited school will be
one-half the regular rate
as long as the student
status is maintained.
New members joining be-
tween July and Decem-
ber will pay one-half the
applicable rate for mem-
bership through the end
of the year. This years’

dues are $20.00 per per-
son; $10.00 per additional
family member. Please
send your renewals to:
Lil Clark, 15 Autumn
Glen Ct., Brevard, NC
28712

Meetings: We meet at the
Stony Mountain Activity
Center at 7:30 pm on the
first Tuesday of each
month.






