
Over the course of several days, 
beginning on March 8, club mem-
bers came and went from the Club 
Shack on Stoney Mountain as they 
tried to make contact with the 
3Y0X DX-pedition on Peter One 
island in the Antarctic Sea. 
Gene, KG4SXE, Vlad, N3CZ and a 
brand new ham, Glen Hughes, 
KI4MPQ were among those who 
made contact.  For Glen is was his 
fist phone contact as a ham! 
 
Many folks worked hard to make 
this activity happen including 
President George Korper, K3GK 
and Michael Parente, AI4GR as 
well as Martin Harris, W4FOT. 
 
You can read George�s take on the 
activity beginning below this col-
umn. 
 
BRARC is fortunate to have the 
club station available.  More oper-
ating activities by more members 
would certainly breath new life into 
the room.  So make it a point to 
participate in upcoming activities 
that get scheduled. 
 
Pictures say it better than words. So 
here are a selected few for you to 
enjoy.  (They are also on the Web 
Site!) 
 

��������	
�� ����
���

   3Y0X from the Club  
BRARC Makes Contact 
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Congratulations to the entire 
club on a successful Peter 
One DXpedition activity. 
Not once, not twice, but 
three times, the club shack 
was used to successfully 
contact Dave Anderson, 
K4SV, and crew at 3Y0X, 
in the Antarctica sea. I�m 

sure we should have a 
really good meeting when 
Dave comes home and 
shows us pictures of this 
fantastic endeavor. Several 
new members joined the 
club as a result of the en-
thusiasm demonstrated by 
all involved and I was par-

ticularly delighted that Gene, 
KG4SXE, worked Peter One 
Saturday morning. Martin, 
W4FOT, provided his amplifier 
and experience on the DXClus-
ter, which helped a great deal. 
After watching Gene work Peter 
One using the club call I had to 

(Continued on page 2) 

The Blue Ridge Echo...Echo...Echo 
Official Transmitter of the Blue Ridge Amateur Radio Club - 

W4YK 

Vlad, N3CZ 

George and Michael watch the Cluster 

Martin and Gene Look on 

Walt, listening for 3Y0X 

Glen Hughes, KI4MPG 



(Continued from page 1) 
admit that maybe I should 
rethink my idea about CW 
as requirement for HF op-
eration on phone. Yes, I was 
thrilled to work Peter One 
on 40 meter CW with 20 
watts and a Windom from 
home, and complete one of 
Dave�s, K4SV, challenges, 
but that was a personal goal 

not a re-

quirement. Indeed I saw no 
lack of CW ops on the 
bands, in fact if anything, 
there is an over abundance! 
As I watched Gene using 
the rig and he told me that 
for him CW was an over-
whelming obstacle to his 
gaining a general license, I 
wondered if I had been 
wrong. Gene, is a polite, 
good operator and quite ca-
pable of being a significant 
addition to the ranks of HF 
amateurs. In fact he is cer-
tainly a very positive force 
and judging from all the 
Lid�s and disreputable op-

erators on the band, we 
could use more OMs like 
Gene on HF. So, I realize I 
might have been wrong 
about this CW requirement 
for HF operation and I�m 
changing my position on 
this matter. I now support 
the dropping of the Morse 
requirement for HF opera-
tion.  I Thank all of you 
who contributed money, 
time or both to the Peter 
One DXpedition. Martin 
summed it up for me when 
he said,� I had fun.� We all 
could use more of that!! 

plicable rate.  Dues for 
full-time students of an 
accredited school will be 
one-half the regular rate 
as long as the student 
status is maintained.  
New members joining be-
tween July and Decem-
ber will pay one-half the 
applicable rate for mem-
bership through the end 
of the year.  This years’ 

Dues: Annual dues shall 
be set by the member-
ship, and can be changed 
by a majority vote of a 
quorum.  The dues will 
cover the period from 
January through Decem-
ber.  Dues for additional 
related members in the 
same household as a Full 
or Associate member 
shall be one-half the ap-

dues are $20.00 per per-
son; $15.00 per additional 
family member.  Please 
send your renewals to: 
Lil Clark, 15 Autumn 
Glen Ct., Brevard, NC 
28712 
Meetings:  We meet at the 
Stony Mountain Activity 
Center at 7:30 pm on the 
first Tuesday of each 
month. 
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PALOMAAR’S  1K:  1:1  TRANS-
FORMER  INCLUDED 
 
OTHER     MISC  COAX  CA-
BLES  and  1/4  INCH  
STAINLESS  STEEL  CABLES  
INCLUDED 
 
ESTIMATED   COST  AT  THIS  
TIME  IS  $650.00 
 
 
LEE   R.   OVERMAN 

828   697    1991 
131   SOLAR   LANE 
HENDERSONVILLE,  NC  
28739  
 
Contact Lee for directions and 
other information. 

 
FOR SALE:    SELF SUP-
PORTED  40  FOOT  TOWER 
 
EASY  TO  RAISE/LOWER  
TOWER - USING  THE  FUL-
TON  2 SPEED  TRAILER  
WINCH 
 
ROTOR  MOUNTED  ON  
TOWER’S  TOP  SHELF 
included  --100  foot  of  six  
wire  cable  from   top  of  tower  
to the remote control  at  station 

If you have something 
to add to YOUR 

newsletter, send it to: 
Dick Smith, K4KQJ, c/o 

P.O. Box 831, 
Horse Shoe, NC 28742 

Call me at: (828) 687-9531   
E-mail me at: <k4kqj@arrl.
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Financial Statement 
for February  2006 - 
Lil Clark 
  
Balance as of 1/31/06 
                    - $666.69 
Plus:  Deposits               
                    -   302.50 
   Sub-Total             
                    - $969.19 
Less:  Expenses           
                     -    12.84 
  Balance as of 2/21/06  
                     - $956.35 

(Continued from page 3) 
 
Minutes, Cont�d. 
 
training on packet 
was sent around, 
and anyone who 
wished and was able 
to stayed after the 
meeting for more 
training and ques-
tions/answers. 
 
Respectfully submit-
ted, 
Carol Frost, K4YYR 
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Our president brought us 
to order and opened with 
the pledge of allegiance. 
 
Announcements were:  
•    VE Session at 9am at 

the Mountain Home 
Fire Department. 

•    NC QSO Party at the 
club station from 12 
noon �til 10 pm on Feb-
ruary 26. 

•    Entry procedures for 
entering the club sta-
tion were given 

•    PeterOne 3Y0X � 
www.peter1.com. 
Dave, K4SV, one of 
our members, is on 
this DXpedition. GO 
DAVE! 

•    ARES: properly identi-
fying when breaking 
into a QSO. State your 
reason, ie, �question�, 
�info�, �priority�, 
�medical� or 
�emergency�, then 
your callsign. This 
came from ARES East. 
Also, an ICS structur-
ing overview was given 
concerning incident 
commanders (from 
IS700). This IS700 
course is ready to take 
on-line or print. If you 
are not in ARES, this is 
available on the ARRL 
official page. Also, 

Duke has a course list 
from the Red Cross for 
shelter volunteers and 
these were handed 
out. 

•   Lee Mager mentioned 
that a CERT class 
would be held at 
BRCC and would pro-
vide more info later. 

•   Next Meeting will be 
on March 7 and will be 
on �antenna potpourri�. 

•   Lad, W4ORD, wrote 
an article for SKY 
Magazine on Hurri-
cane Katrina. 

•   Treasurer Report 
showed that our bal-
ance is presently 
$653.85. 

 
Our program was pre-
sented by Martin, 
W4FOT, and was on DX 
Cluster Operations. The 
idea behind this program 
is so hams can help other 
hams make DX contacts 
by watching/posting 
�much sought after� DX 
contacts. The DX Cluster 
provides callsigns, fre-
quencies and QTH�s and 
a way for you to give this 
information to others to 
peruse. The Cluster is 
physically located at Mar-
tin�s home QTH and has 
the designator of HVLDX. 

The frequencies for the 
digi-nodes are 144.990 
(BWDX) and 147.570 
(JODX, COWDX, 
CHAMDX, CHRDX). 
 
You will need a TNC and 
terminal program. Hyper-
term is a windows pro-
gram and is used by 
many. The DX Cluster 
can also be read on-line 
at <telnet://hvldx.tzo.
com:41112>. There are 
many criteria you may 
select and/or deselect. 
Playing with this program 
is the best practice. 
 
To find your grid square, 
you can go to www.
google.com and search. 
Also, if your info on qrz.
com is correct, your de-
tailed info should have 
this. 
 
Back to business: K3GK 
won the 50-50. K8SKX, 
Dick Burns, was a guest 
tonight. Robert Zieber, no 
call, joined us as a mem-
ber this evening. A sug-
gestion was made about 
donating to PeterOne and 
their costs and this was 
collected. 
 
A sign-up sheet for more  

(Continued on page 2) 

tween members, to promote 
radio knowledge, fraternal-
ism and individual operating 
efficiency, and to promote 
and conduct Club programs 
and activities as to advance 
the general interest and wel-
fare of amateur radio in the 
community. 
 
Volunteer Examinations:  
Once per quarter, our volun-
teer examiners will provide 
an opportunity for YOU to 

Elmers:  We have many 
"elmers"!  An elmer is a 
knowledgeable amateur ra-
dio operator who is willing to 
help new hams and 
"students" with questions or 
procedures and help them to 
understand more about the 
hobby. 
 
Purpose: The purpose of 
this organization shall be to 
further exchange of informa-
tion and cooperation be-

get your amateur license or 
upgrade your present status.  
 
NEXT SESSION: May 20, 
2006, Call Carol, K4YYR for 
Details 
 
Classes:  We occasionally 
have classes so YOU can 
learn how to get your very 
own amateur radio Technician 
class license�
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President: 
George Korper, K3GK 
828-694-3820  
k3gk@arrl.net 
Vice President:  
Gene Mathis, kG4SXE  
828-698-2734 
Secretary: 
Sid Hendricks, 
KG4NBN 
828-684-8130 
Treasurer:   
Lil Clark, KG4GFP  
828-877-5223  
peregrine13@citcom.
net 
Members-At-Large: 
Michael Parente 
AI4GR 
828-891-8970 
Ai4gr@arrl.net 
Ronnie Parham 
K2SST 
Ronk2sst@bellsouth.
net 
Antennas:   
Walt Wernsing, 
KO4JN  
828-891-9956  
walter134@cytechcis.
net 
Echo/Webpage 
Editor:  
Dick Smith, K4KQJ, 
828-687-9531 
k4yyr@arrl.net 
ARRL Emergency 
Coordinator:  
Duke Knief, W4DK  
828-891-4359   
w4dk@arrl.net 
Equipment: 
 
 
Membership:  
Lil Clark�see above 
Public Relations:  
Dick Smith, K4KQJ 
828-687-9531 
K4kqj@arrl.net 
Trustee:  
Steve Smith, KC5F   
828-697-6388   
kc5f@arrl.net 
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Nets and On-The-Air Activities 

Net                                                         Freq / PL                                                 Day/Time      
BRARC Net                                           146.640 MHz/ 91.5                        Sunday 8:00 PM 
BRARC Rag Chew                                28350 kHz                                     Sunday following 
                                                                                                                     146.640 net 
Oasis Shrine Net                                    145.190 MHz                                 Sunday  9:00 PM  
Mount Pisgah 220 Net                           224.260 MHz                                 Sunday  9:00 PM 
Good Morning Net                                  146.760 MHz                                 M-W-F  9:00 AM 
WCARS Info. Net                                   146.910 MHz/ 91.5                        Monday  8:30 PM 
Mount Mitchell 220 Net                          224.540 MHz                                 Monday  9:00 PM 
WCARS Simplex Net                             147.525 MHz                                 Tuesday 8:30 PM 
Henderson County ARES Net             146.640 MHz / 91.5                       Wednesday 9:00 PM 
Hit and Bounce Net(CW)                       7.042 MHz                                     Daily 8:30 AM 
Buncombe ARES Net                            146.910 MHz/ 91.5                        Wednesday 9:00 PM 
Transylvania ARC Net                           147.135 MHz                                 Thursday 8:00 PM 
QCWA Chapter 76                                3942 kHz (SSB)                             Saturday 9:00 AM 
6600 Net                                                145.190 MHz                                 Saturday 9:00 PM 
K4UUQ Morning Net                              7225.5 kHz (SSB)                          Mon-Sat 7:00 AM   
                                                                                                                     Sunday 8:00 AM 
NC Morning Net                                     3927 kHz (SSB)                           Daily 7:45 AM 
SATERN Net                                          14265 kHz                                    Daily 10:00 AM 
Carolinas Slow Net                                3695 kHz (CW 5-8 wpm)              Daily 8:00 PM 
NC Evening Net                                     3923 kHz (SSB)                           Daily 6:30 PM 
Carolinas Net (Early)                              3573 kHz (CW 20-22 wpm)          Daily 7:00 PM  
Tarheel ARES Net                                 3923 kHz (SSB)                           Daily 7:30 PM 
Blue Ridge Traffic (SC)                          146.610 MHz                                Daily 9:00 PM 
Carolinas Net (Late)                               3573 kHz (CW 15-18 wpm)          Daily 10:00 PM 

Report changes to Dick Smith at 687-9531 or k4kqj@arrl.net!�

Club Meeting Tuesday 
March 7, 2006 

Walt Wernsing, KO4JN, will 
speak on Antenna Struc-
tures and Generator Con-

siderations. 

Next club meeting 
April 4, 2006 7:30 pm 

At the SMAC! 
 

QCWA Chapter 76—
1st and 3rd Wednes-
days at the Golden 
Corral, US64 East, 
Hendersonville.  11ish. 
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