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Season’s Greetings to one and all! 
See you at the Twin Dragons on 12/6.      
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Amateur radio operators 
again played a critical 
communications role after 
H u r r i c a n e  K a t r i n a 
wreaked havoc on Louisi-
ana and Mississippi. Over 
the course of three 
weeks, approximately 
1000 individual amateur 

radio operators de-
scended on the hurri-
cane-ravaged areas to 
provide communications 
for first responders and 
disaster relief agencies, 
while at least another 
1000 ham radio opera-
tors scattered nationwide 

passed on vital reports using 
high-frequency bands. 

Full article at: http://mrtmag.
com/mag/
radio_hams_rescue/index.
html 
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Thank you all for vot-
ing me in for a sec-
ond term as your 
club President. I’m 
not kidding; I really 
enjoyed the year. We 
have two more pa-
rades and I expect I 
will see many of you 

out 
there. 
Janu-
ary I 
will be 
giving 

a presentation on 
PSK-31, or actually 
probably hosting a 
panel discussion, as I 
know several of the 
members are already 
fluent in this medium. 
I will hook the club 
station antenna for a 
live demonstration, 
as forty meters 
should be open at 
club time. I will bring 
along some equip-
ment and explain 

how easy it is to get 
you on this fascinat-
ing medium. But 
that’s not all folk–– I 
will be throwing in 
some additional com-
ments on solar power 
and the use of a mul-
timeter by demon-
strating my new ‘ so-
lar-suitcase’. I am en-
couraging anyone 
who has an ongoing 
project, hints and 

(Continued on page 4) 

plicable rate.  Dues for 
full-time students of an 
accredited school will be 
one-half the regular rate 
as long as the student 
status is maintained.  
New members joining be-
tween July and Decem-
ber will pay one-half the 
applicable rate for mem-
bership through the end 
of the year.  This years© 

Dues: Annual dues shall 
be set by the member-
ship, and can be changed 
by a majority vote of a 
quorum.  The dues will 
cover the period from 
January through Decem-
ber.  Dues for additional 
related members in the 
same household as a Full 
or Associate member 
shall be one-half the ap-

dues are $20.00 per per-
son; $7.50 per additional 
family member.  Please 
send your renewals to: 
Lil Clark, 301 Autumn 
Glen Ct., Brevard, NC 
28712 
Meetings:  We meet at the 
Stony Mountain Activity 
Center at 7:30 pm on the 
first Tuesday of each 
month. 
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If you have ham gear, computer 
equipment or other goodies to 
list in this space email K4KQJ 
with the details. 
 
All previous listings have been 
removed due to the length of 
time listed. 
 
If you have items to relist let 
Dick know. 

If you have something 
to add to YOUR 

newsletter, send it to: 
Dick Smith, K4KQJ, c/o 

P.O. Box 831, 
Horse Shoe, NC 28742 

Call me at: (828) 687-9531   
E-mail me at: <k4kqj@arrl.
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Financial Statement for 
November 2005 - Lil 
Clark 
  
Balance as of 10/31/05  

 - $591.88 
Plus Deposits:                 

-     60.00 
Sub-total     

                 - $651.88 
Less Expenses    

            -     20.44 
Bal. as of 11/20/05    

   - $631.44 

Don’t Forget: 
 
Fletcher Parade 
 
December 10, 2005 
 
Report to Fletcher 
Town Hall at 8:00 
am. 
 
Call Dick Smith, 
K4KQJ for more info. 



� � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � � �

Meeting Minutes of 
November 1st,  2005 
 
The regular monthly 
meeting of November 
2005 came to order 
at 7:30 p.m.  In the 
absence of George 
Korper, K3GK, club 
p res iden t ;  D ick 
Smith, K4KQJ, pre-
sided over the meet-
ing.  There were 18 
members in atten-
dance, with no visi-
tors.  While atten-
dance was slimmer 

than usual, we had 
good fe l lowship 
among those pre-
sent.  Those who 
couldn’t be present 
were missed. 
 
After the Pledge of 
Allegiance and greet-
ing, we learned that 
B i l l  O n u s k a , 
KD4RRY, had a ma-
jor heart surgery.  Bill 
had seven by-passes 
done, with valve 
work, at Mission Hos-
pital in Asheville.  

Those of you who 
check into the Sun-
day Night net heard 
Bill make the an-
nouncement by  him-
self on October 30th.  
I’m not sure if I could 
have even keyed the 
mike had I had been 
through that!  Bill, get 
well soon!! 
 
Dick reminded us of 
the two upcoming 
Christmas parades 
that the club will 
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tween members, to promote 
radio knowledge, fraternal-
ism and individual operating 
efficiency, and to promote 
and conduct Club programs 
and activities as to advance 
the general interest and wel-
fare of amateur radio in the 
community. 
 
Volunteer Examinations:  
Once per quarter, our volun-
teer examiners will provide 
an opportunity for YOU to 

Elmers:  We have many 
"elmers"!  An elmer is a 
knowledgeable amateur ra-
dio operator who is willing to 
help new hams and 
"students" with questions or 
procedures and help them to 
understand more about the 
hobby. 
 
Purpose: The purpose of 
this organization shall be to 
further exchange of informa-
tion and cooperation be-

get your amateur license or 
upgrade your present status.  
 
NEXT SESSION: May 14. 
Call Carol, K4YYR for Details 
 

Classes:  We occasionally 
have classes so YOU can 
learn how to get your very 
own amateur radio Technician 
class license�
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the area.  Duke, W4DK, is 
the ARRL Emergency Co-
ordinator for Henderson 
County and would wel-
come volunteers. 
 
Lee Mager, KN4GC, is the 
CERT Coordinator for 
Henderson County and he, 
too, would welcome your 
expression of interest and 
willingness to become in-

volved.   
 
Ham Radio is a great 
hobby, but perhaps no 
where else to we shine 
as bright as when we use 
our skills to help alleviate 
the suffering of others. 
 
Get involved, it’s the 
thing to do. 

If you’ve never thought 
about “preparedness” be-
fore, Katrina should 
cause you to rethink your 
ability to survive following 
a major disaster. 
 
Now would be a good 
time to get involved with 
ARES/RACES and to find 
out more about CERT 
training and programs in 

President: 
George Korper, K3GK 
828-694-3820  
k3gk@arrl.net 
Vice President:  
Gene Mathis, kG4SXE  
828-698-2734 
Secretary: 
Sid Hendricks, 
KG4NBN 
828-684-8130 
Treasurer:   
Lil Clark, KG4GFP  
828-877-5223  
peregrine13@citcom.
net 
Members-At-Large: 
Tim Bennison, 
WB4ABW - 828-693-
7561 
Bennison3@brinet.
com      
Michael Parente 
AI4GR 
828-891-8970 
Ai4gr@arrl.net 
Antennas:   
Walt Wernsing, 
KO4JN  
828-891-9956  
walter134@cytechcis.
net 
Echo/Webpage 
Editor:  
Dick Smith, K4KQJ, 
828-687-9531 
k4yyr@arrl.net 
ARRL Emergency 
Coordinator:  
Duke Knief, W4DK  
828-891-4359   
w4dk@arrl.net 
Equipment: 
 
 
Membership:  
Lil Clark—see above 
Public Relations:  
Dick Smith, K4KQJ 
828-687-9531 
K4kqj@arrl.net 
Trustee:  
Steve Smith, KC5F   
828-697-6388   
kc5f@arrl.net 
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again be helping in 
this year.  The first 
parade, at Hender-
sonville N.C., will be 
held on December 
3rd.  Those partici-
pating are asked to 
please be on time.  
We are to meet be-
tween 8:00 a.m. and 
8:15 a.m. at the Girl 
Scout building at 
Five Points ( N Main 
at U.S. 25).  If you 
have signed up…
please call Dick 
Smith. 
The second parade 
will be the Fletcher 
parade on December 
10th.  We will need 
to meet at the city 
building ( U.S. 25 
next to the Blue Sky 
Café) at 8:00 a.m.  
Again, if you haven’t 
signed up, please 
c a l l  D i c k 
Smith………Dick has 
leaked word of 
something special 
after the parade, pro-
viding if all goes as 
planned! 
Here’s the one most 
all of us look forward 
to:  The club Christ-
mas dinner.  It will be 
held on December 
6th, at 6:00 p.m., at 
the Twin Dragons in 

Brevard, N.C.  All are 
urged to attend.  
Your families are in-
vited. 
 
Next on the agenda 
was the election of 
officers for the year 
of 2006.  The follow-
ing were elected: 
George Korper, 
K3GK……………club 
president 
G e n e  M a t h i s , 
K G 4 S X E …………   
club vice president 
L i l  C l a r k , 
KG4GFP……………
….club treasurer 
S id  He n d r i c k s , 
W 4 I O E …………… .
club secretary 
Members at large will 
be Michael Parente, 
AI4GR; and Ronnie 
Parham, K2SST. 
 
The main presenta-
tion this month cen-
tered on the pro-
gramming of our 
handhelds.  Duke 
Knief, W4DK, would 
like for the club mem-
bers to program their 
handhelds in the 
same order as the 
members of Hender-
son County A.R.E.S.  
This will be great aid 
to all the members, 
especially those who 
participate in public 
events and A.R.E.S. 
activities. 

Duke and Dick gave 
handouts with the 
frequency listings 
with tones to those 
present.  If you would 
like a copy, please 
see Dick or Duke. 
 
50-50 drawing was 
w o n  b y  S i d 
Hendricks. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 
8:20 p.m. 
 
 
Respectfully submit-
ted, 
S i d  H e n d r i c k s  
W4IOE 
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kinks or otherwise 
useful tidbit to bring it 
with them in January. 
The last thing for this 
month is to remem-
ber to bring your ap-
petites to the Christ-
mas banquet     !!*!!*!! 
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Minutes, cont’d. 

Henderson Cty ARES debuts MCV 
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By Michael Parente 
 

Every Sunday night at 
8 o’clock the BRARC 
hosts a net on 2-meter 
FM radio.  It’s a rag-
chew net, informal and 
friendly, so join us.  
You don’t have to be a 
member of BRARC to 
participate. You’ll find it 
a good way to learn of 
club happenings and of 
what your friends have 
been doing. 
 
The net uses a local 
repeater having output 
at 146.640 MHz, a 
negative offset, and a 
PL tone of 91.5 Hz. It’s 
the repeater sponsored 
by club member Mar-
tin, W4FOT.  Atop 
Bearwallow Mountain, 
at 4200 ft and about 12 
miles NNE of Hender-
sonville, it’s easy to 
reach, even using an h/
t.  If your rubber-ducky 
doesn’t do the trick, try 
a homemade j-pole, or 
a mag mount on a file 
cabinet. 
 
Sid, W4IOE, calls the 
net using the club’s call 
sign, W4YK.  
 
If you haven’t joined in 
before, listen a few 
minutes to learn how it 
works.  Sid periodically 
asks for check-ins.  
When you hear no one 
responding, key your 
microphone and call 
W4YK. Release the mi-
crophone for a second 
or two to make sure no 

one is calling at the 
same time (doubling).  
If no one is heard, call 
back giving your call 
sign, your first name, 
and your location.  If 
you wish to listen in but 
have no comments 
add, “I’ll be in and out.”  
Sit back and relax until 
Sid calls your name, 
then the net is tempo-
rarily yours for com-
ments. Let the net 
know how you’ve been 
and what’s been hap-
pening. When you 
have had your say, 
give your call sign and 
say “back to Control.” 
 
After the net closes, a 
few of us briefly gather 
on 10-meters, 28.350 
MHz, upper sideband. 
At that frequency Nov-
ice & Technician Plus 
class licensees can 
participate.  Typically 
propagation is poor 
(horrible) but give it a 
try with us. 
 
The photo shows Sid 
at his Net Control sta-
tion in Fletcher.  He 

has been calling the 
net about 3 years. He 
uses an ICOM V8000 
and a Diamond F23A 
vertical antenna ele-
vated about 25 ft.   

Hi All... 
  
I know this is out of the 
norm, but I wanted to re-
mind BRARC of the 
annual ARRL Toy Drive 
that is currently under-
way.  The ARRL has 
partnered with The Salva-
tion Army for this year©s 
effort to bring some 
holiday cheer to children 
left homeless or dis-
placed in the aftermath of 
hurricanes Katrina and 
Rita. 
 
They are scheduled to 
deliver toys from the 
warehouse in Memphis 
to the Red Cross distri-
bution center in Jack-
son, MS on Friday De-
cember 16, so time is 
tight but you still have 
the opportunity to par-
ticipate in this very 
worthwhile ham out-
reach project to the 
youngest victims of the 
devastating Hurricane 
season. 
 
Radio amateurs are in-
vited to send new un-
wrapped toys for boys 
and girls aged 1 to 14 to: 
ARRL Toy Drive/The Sal-
vation Army, 1775 Moriah 
Woods Blvd--Suite 12, 
Memphis, TN 38117-
7125. Include a QSL card 
or a card bearing your 
call sign.  You may also 
send cash donations, if 
you prefer, to: ARRL Toy 
Drive, 225 Main St, New-
ington, CT 06111. 
 
We are very lucky that 
country music star Patty 
Loveless and is serving 
as the national chairper-
son for the 2005 drive.  
You can get information 
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Chew the Rag with BRARC 

on her participation at 
 
http://www.pattyloveless.
com/?
em511=34368_0__0_~0
_-
1_11_2005_0_0&content 
=news 
 
I hope my home club as 
a group and you as indi-
viduals will join me in 
helping make the holiday 
season a little brighter for 
those children affected 
by this year©s natural dis-
asters.  If you have any 
questions, you can visit 
the following websites: 
 
http://www.arrl.org/pio/
#toy 
 
http://www.arrl.org/news/
stories/2005/11/23/101/?
nc=1 
 
Enjoy the Holidays and 
thanks for your help in 
this worthwhile venture! 
 
73 
 
Dan Henderson, N1ND 
ARRL Contest Branch 
Manager 
 
 
 

CQ BRARC de N1ND at ARRL HQ 
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Nets and On-The-Air Activities 

Net                                                         Freq / PL                                                 Day/Time      
BRARC Net                                           146.640 MHz/ 91.5                        Sunday 8:00 PM 
BRARC Rag Chew                                28350 kHz                                     Sunday following 
                                                                                                                     146.640 net 
Oasis Shrine Net                                    145.190 MHz                                 Sunday  9:00 PM  
Mount Pisgah 220 Net                           224.260 MHz                                 Sunday  9:00 PM 
Good Morning Net                                  146.760 MHz                                 M-W-F  9:00 AM 
WCARS Info. Net                                   146.910 MHz/ 91.5                        Monday  8:30 PM 
Mount Mitchell 220 Net                          224.540 MHz                                 Monday  9:00 PM 
WCARS Simplex Net                             147.525 MHz                                 Tuesday 8:30 PM 
Henderson County ARES Net             146.640 MHz / 91.5                       Wednesday 9:00 PM 
Hit and Bounce Net(CW)                       7.042 MHz                                     Daily 8:30 AM 
Buncombe ARES Net                            146.910 MHz/ 91.5                        Wednesday 9:00 PM 
Transylvania ARC Net                           147.135 MHz                                 Thursday 8:00 PM 
QCWA Chapter 76                                3942 kHz (SSB)                             Saturday 9:00 AM 
6600 Net                                                145.190 MHz                                 Saturday 9:00 PM 
K4UUQ Morning Net                              7225.5 kHz (SSB)                          Mon-Sat 7:00 AM   
                                                                                                                     Sunday 8:00 AM 
NC Morning Net                                     3927 kHz (SSB)                           Daily 7:45 AM 
SATERN Net                                          14265 kHz                                    Daily 10:00 AM 
Carolinas Slow Net                                3695 kHz (CW 5-8 wpm)              Daily 8:00 PM 
NC Evening Net                                     3923 kHz (SSB)                           Daily 6:30 PM 
Carolinas Net (Early)                              3573 kHz (CW 20-22 wpm)          Daily 7:00 PM  
Tarheel ARES Net                                 3923 kHz (SSB)                           Daily 7:30 PM 
Blue Ridge Traffic (SC)                          146.610 MHz                                Daily 9:00 PM 
Carolinas Net (Late)                               3573 kHz (CW 15-18 wpm)          Daily 10:00 PM 

Report changes to Dick Smith at 687-9531 or k4kqj@arrl.net!�

Club Meeting Tuesday 
December 6, 2005 

December Club Meeting is 
the annual Christmas Din-
ner.  This year at the Twin 
Dragons in Brevard at 6:00 

pm. 
 

Next club meeting 
January 3, 2006 7:30 pm 

At the SMAC! 
 

QCWA Chapter 76—
1st and 3rd Wednes-
days at the Golden 
Corral, US64 East, 
Hendersonville.  11ish. 
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