
From the ARRL: 
 
Youngsters at Maple 
Avenue Elementary 
School in Goffstown, New 
Hampshire, had to wait 
an extra week, but on 
April 13, they were able 
to talk directly via Ama-
teur Radio with Leroy 
Chiao, KE5BRW, at the 
controls of NA1SS on the 
International Space Sta-
tion. Technical problems 
cropped up on the origi-
nally scheduled date of 
April 5. The Amateur Ra-
dio on the International 
Space Station (ARISS) 
program was able to re-
schedule the contact for 
April 13. Chiao told one 
youngster that while 
there�s no weather per se 
in space, the ISS can 
view Earth�s weather. 
The external environment 
of space does come into 
play, however, in devel-
oping suits for space-

walks, he said. 
 
�We really don�t run into 
any kind of environmental 
weather or anything like 
that,� Chiao explained. 
�Of course, outside in 
space it�s a vacuum and 
it�s very cold or very hot 
depending on whether 
you�re in the sun or in the 
shade. And so those are 
factors that we consider 
when we design the 
spacesuits.� 
 
During the approximately 
10-minute direct VHF 
contact, the 20 Maple 
Avenue kids ran smoothly 
through a list of 20 ques-
tions, and Chiao was al-
most through answering 
the last when the ISS got 
out of range of ground 
station W1SSC, the call 
sign of Spaceflight Sys-
tems Corporation Ama-
teur Radio Club in 
Nashua. Jim Heedles, 

WW1Y, served as the 
Earth station control op-
erator for the contact. 
Students taking part in 
the ARISS contact were 
in Georgia Paris' fourth 
grade class, who spoke 
with NA1SS using Ama-
teur Radio equipment set 
up at the school specifi-
cally for the contact with 
NA1SS. 
 
Responding to another 
question, Chiao elabo-
rated on experiments that 
have been under way 
during his Expedition 10 
duty tour. Chiao said the 
space station�s goal is to 
be a worldwide labora-
tory. 
 
�We�ve done some inter-
esting experiments on 
board,� Chiao said.  
 
�We�ve done one experi-
ment in particular--
s o m e t h i n g  c a l l e d 
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ARISS�Contact 
Second time�s the charm 
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Walt Wernsing, KO4JN, 
reports that the double-
extended ZEPP has been 
reworked at the Club Sta-
tion at the Stony Moun-
tain Activity Center. 
Members contributing 
their time were Bob 
Delwiche KD4OKT, Mi-

chael Parente, AI4GR 
Joe Kloiber, W8NBX,Ed 
Booth, KT4US and Walt 
Wernsing, KO4JN. 
 
Thanks, guys, for your 
help and hard work. 
 

The Blue Ridge Echo...Echo...Echo 
Official Transmitter of the Blue Ridge Amateur Radio Club - 

W4YK 

KD4OKT, KT4US, W8NBX, KO4JN 



While this is still the May 
issue, I want to remind 
everyone that the June 
meeting will be devoted 
to Field Day. Thanks to 
Dick we have a marvel-
ous site this year in 
Fletcher. We expect a big 
turnout and there is 
plenty of space for ex-
perimentation � the heart 
and soul of amateur ra-
dio. The body of our fra-
ternity has many organi-
zations. Sometimes we 
tend to favor one group 
because there is so much 
going on. This year I am 

asking anyone in the 
area, whether QCWA, 
ARES, BRARC or inde-
pendent to come over 
and visit. All are welcome 
and we sure would be 
glad to see you. If you 
have your favorite port-
able gear please bring 
that as well. This would 
be a good day to test 
your slinky antenna, port-
able tripod or kite an-
tenna. I for one am eye-
ing the baseball field to 
set up a Rhombic on the 
diamond with a rig on the 
pitcher�s mound. I am 

looking for a few good 
hams to hold the poles! 
Don�t forget to invite the 
children as well because 
a couple of innings of the 
national pastime or just 
shagging out flies would 
be fun in between con-
tacts. The bottom line, 
field day will be fun, so 
ya�ll come over � W4YK 
will be ready. Be there.  

plicable rate.  Dues for 
full-time students of an 
accredited school will be 
one-half the regular rate 
as long as the student 
status is maintained.  
New members joining be-
tween July and Decem-
ber will pay one-half the 
applicable rate for mem-
bership through the end 
of the year.  This years' 

Dues: Annual dues shall 
be set by the member-
ship, and can be changed 
by a majority vote of a 
quorum.  The dues will 
cover the period from 
January through Decem-
ber.  Dues for additional 
related members in the 
same household as a Full 
or Associate member 
shall be one-half the ap-

dues are $20.00 per per-
son; $7.50 per additional 
family member.  Please 
send your renewals to: 
Lil Clark, 301 Autumn 
Glen Ct., Brevard, NC 
28712 
Meetings:  We meet at the 
Stony Mountain Activity 
Center at 7:30 pm on the 
first Tuesday of each 
month. 
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and software $45.00 
Sears Craftsman table 
top drill press-heavy 
duty-used very little 
$70.00 
 
Contact Ronnie, 
KF4AYG at 699-5645 
and leave a message or 
891-4135 

KF4AYG has the fol-
lowing gear for sale: 
 
Radio Shack HTX400, 
440 radio w/manual 
and case $40.00 
 
Radio Shack GPS unit 
for laptop w/2003 
Delorme Street Atlas 

If you have something 
to add to YOUR 

newsletter, send it to: 
Dick Smith, K4KQJ, c/o 

P.O. Box 831, 
Horse Shoe, NC 28742 

Call me at: (828) 687-9531   
E-mail me at: <k4kqj@arrl.

net>�
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Financial Statement for 
May 2005 - Lil Clark 
  
Balance as of 
3/31/05    -      $915.25 
Plus: Deposit 
(4/6/05)    -         46.00 
Sub-Total       $961.25 
Less: Ex-
penses                 96.59 
Balance as  
of 4/20/05 -    $864.66 

Don�t Forget: 
 
TESTING SESSION 
 
MAY 14, 2005 
 
MOUNTAIN HOME 
FIRE DEPART-
MENT 
 
US25 NORTH IN 
MOUNTAIN HOME. 
 
9:00 AM 
 
Call Carol Mellard for 




