
 

The Blue Ridge Echo . . Echo . . Echo . .  

Official Transmitter of the Blue Ridge Amateur Radio Club - W4YK 
Also, find us on the web at http://www.radioclub.org! 

Volume 18, Number 2 – February, 2005  
 

The Prez Sez   
The Holiday season is behind us and after spring weather we now dip back into the freezer! The January meeting 
hosted Walt’s (KO4JN) presentation on wire antennas, complete with examples provided by several members. Walt 
has replaced the antenna switches in the club shack and the equipment is ready for some solid contacts. January 
2005 QST had a neat article by Bob Shrader (W6BNB) on crystal sets that included some variometer designs. In the 
same issue W1FR wrote an article on protecting antenna tuners from lightning transients. Take a look at it because our 
own Michael Parente (AI4GR) will be talking to us on protecting equipment from electrical spikes and other dangerous 
“wild” electricity at the February meeting. With today’s microprocessors this subject is more important than ever. How 
many of us have lost a modem in a thunderstorm? Me for instance! See you all on February 1st. 
 
73, 
George, K3GK 
 

Our Next Meeting: February 1, 2005  
Stoney Mountain Activities Center, 7:30 pm 

Michael Parente, AI4GR, on electrical protection measures 
 

 
"The years teach much that the days never know." -- Emerson 

 
New Member:  Dickerson (Dick) H. Sanders  -  AG4PW - 303 North Scarlet Oak Lane, 

Hendersonville, NC  28791-2909. 

 
A BIG THANK YOU 

to Larry Brady, NC4LB, and the Asheville QuickPrint Team for printing the Echo every month! 
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Remember that the first of the year marks the renewal time for Club dues.  As of the November 
Meeting, the annual dues have been raised to $20.00.  Bring your check book on Tuesday.! 
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Charleston SC, Hamfest and Computer Fair 
Saturday February 5, 2005 

 
Richmond, VA Frostfest 2005 
Sunday, February 20, 2005 

 
Charlotte, NC 2005 Hamfest and Computerfair 

March 12 & 13, 2005 
�



 
Blue Ridge Amateur Radio Club  

Points Of Contact 
President: 
George Korper, K3GK -  828-694-3820  k3gk@arrl.net 
Vice President:  
Gene Mathis, KG4SXE -  828-698-2734 
Secretary:   Sid Hendricks, KG4NBN - 828-684-8130 
Treasurer:   
Lil Clark, KG4GFP - 828-877-5223  
peregrine13@citcom.net 
Members-At-Large: 
Tim Bennison, WB4ABW - 828-693-7561 
Bennison3@brinet.com  
Walt Wernsing, KO4JN -  828-891-9956  ko4jn@arrl.net 
Antennas:   
Walt Wernsing, KO4JN -  828-891-9956  ko4jn@arrl.net 
Echo/Webpage Editor:  
Carol Mellard, K4YYR - 828-891-9670  k4yyr@arrl.net 
ARRL Emergency Coordinator:  
Duke Knief, W4DK - 828-891-4359   w4dk@arrl.net 
Equipment:      Harry Mills, K4HU -  828-693-7519 
Membership: Ronnie Galloway, KF4AYG -  828-891-
4135 
Public Relations: Robert Lance, K4WOK -  828-685-
3393 
Trustee:  Steve Smith, KC5F -  828-697-6388   
kc5f@arrl.net 

-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+-+ 
Club Information 

Dues: Annual dues shall be set by the membership, 
and can be changed by a majority vote of a quorum.  
The dues will cover the period from January through 
December.  Dues for additional related members in the 
same household as a Full or Associate member shall 
be one-half the applicable rate.  Dues for full-time 
students of an accredited school will be one-half the 
regular rate as long as the student status is 
maintained.  New members joining between July and 
December will pay one-half the applicable rate for 
membership through the end of the year.  This years' 
dues are $20.00 per person; $7.50 per additional 
family member.  Please send your renewals to: 
Lil Clark, 301 Autumn Glen Ct., Brevard, NC 28712 
Meetings:  We meet at the Stoney Mountain Activity 
Center at 7:30 pm on the first Tuesday of each month. 
 
 

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 
Financial Statement for January, 2005 - Lil 
Clark 
  
Balance as of 12/31/04               $  645.80 
Plus: Deposits (1/5, 1/11/05)          267.50 
            Sub-Total                        $  913.30 
Less:  Expenses                                33.63 
            Balance as of 1/20/05    $  879.67 
  
$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 

A message from the Echo editor.......  Articles 
and submissions for the Echo should be sent 

in, phoned in, or 'otherwise' by the 20th of each 
month. 

 
If you have something to add to YOUR newsletter, 
send it to: Dick Smith, K4KQJ, c/o P.O. Box 831, 

Horshoe, NC 28742 
Call me at: (828) 687-9531   E-mail me at: 

<k4kqj@arrl.net> 
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Elmers:  We have many "elmers"!  An elmer is a 
knowledgeable amateur radio operator who is willing to 
help new hams and "students" with questions or 
procedures and help them to understand more about 
the hobby. 
Purpose: The purpose of this organization shall be to 
further exchange of information and cooperation 
between members, to promote radio knowledge, 
fraternalism and individual operating efficiency, and to 
promote and conduct Club programs and activities as 
to advance the general interest and welfare of amateur 
radio in the community. 
Volunteer Examinations:  Once per quarter, our 
volunteer examiners will provide an opportunity for 
YOU to get your amateur license or upgrade your 
present status. NEXT SESSION: February 12. Call 
Carol, K4YYR for Details 
Classes:  We occasionally have classes so YOU can 
learn how to get your very own amateur radio 
Technician class license!

Henderson County ARES Net –Wednesday’s at 9:00 PM on 146.640-(91.5 pl).   
 
 
 

 



 
BLUE RIDGE AMATEUR RADIO CLUB Meeting Minutes 
Meeting Minutes of  January 4th, 2005 
The January meeting of the Blue Ridge Amateur Radio Club began promptly at 7:30 p.m.  George Korper, 
K3GK, club president, was the presiding officer.  The meeting began with a moment of silence for the 
amateurs that perished in the tsunami in the Indian Ocean.  We then were led in the Pledge of Allegiance by 
George. 
There were 29 souls in attendance, including three visitors.  The visitors were: Dick Saunders, AG4PW; 
Rod Baird, KE4YII; and Alex Redden, who is soon being tested for his technician license.  We welcome Eric 
Mauney, W4ENC, as our newest member. 
George welcomed all present, and our guests were introduced.  Announcements included the fact that dues 
are now due.  Please remember that dues are $20.00 this year. 
Needed:  The club needs a volunteer to serve on the steering committee as a member at large.  This isn’t a 
hard job.  The steering meeting meets at 6:30 p.m. on the night of the regular club meeting. 
Lil Clark, KG4GFP, club treasurer gave the bottom line balance as of  1/04/2005 as $645.80. 
Testing is scheduled for the Saturday of February 12th , at the Mountain Home Fire Department.  The 
testing starts at 9:00 a.m.  If you know of anyone who wishes to upgrade or test for the first time, please let 
them know. 
At this point in the meeting, Walt Wernsing, KO4JN, presented this month’s program.  The theme of Walt’s 
presentation was wire antennas.  Antennas that Walt brought to mind included:  Random Wires, Long 
Wires, Dipoles, the G5RV, the Double Bazooka for 40 meters, and loops.  Walt reminded everyone that wire 
antennas are an economical way to get on the air, and they are very effective.   
Michael Parente, AI4GR, showed a simply built; but, effective two meter quad that he had built from pvc 
pipe and copper wire.  Ronnie Parham, K2SST, showed a couple of antennas he had home brewed from 
pvc pipe, a tape measure, and wire. 
Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Sid Hendricks  KG4NBN 
 
Top Ten Things A Good Club Should Have: (this month #’s 10-7, courtesy W4CC) 
 
10. Interesting meetings. If you only have boring business meetings, then people will stop coming to your meetings. 
Make sure that you have an interesting program as a part of most meetings. If you must discuss a lot of business 
during certain meetings, consider playing a short 10-15 minute videotape program, such as those from the ARRL 
Video collection (http://www.arrl.org/ead/videos.html) 
 
9. Welcoming committee. Make sure that any guests are made to feel welcome. This could be as simple as having 
someone look for newcomers and making an effort to shake hands and talk to them. Introduce guests during your 
meetings so everyone will know who to greet after the meeting. 
 
8. Social Activities. A club should have some activities where the whole point is for the members to get to know each 
other better. If your members become friends, then it is more likely they will continue to come to your meetings and 
volunteer for the club. If there is no opportunity for members of your club to socialize, then your club will be filled with 
strangers who won't feel a bond to the club, and probably won't participate in your activities or run for club office. 
 
7. Operating Events (both Public Service and Amateur-only events). Clubs should provide a variety of opportunities for 
members to get on the air. This will enrich the Amateur experience of your members, and make your club anasset to 
your community. 
 
6. Personal Contact with its Members. Make sure that you make some personal contact with all of your members, 
especially if they do not attend meetings regularly. Newsletters are important, but there is nothing that will motivate 
your membership more than personal contact. If you haven't seen a member  lately, call them on the phone and see 
how they're doing! 
More to follow next month. 



 

 

Blue Ridge Amateur Radio Club - W4YK 
c/o Dick Smith, K4KQJ, 
P. O. Box 831 
Horse Shoe, NC 28742  

 
 

Club Meeting Tuesday 
February 1, 2005 
SMAC 7:30 pm 

 
Henderson County ARES 
Training Session 
Thursday, February 17, 2005, 7:00 pm 
Henderson County EOC 

 
Next club meeting 
March 1, 2005 7:30 pm 
Stoney Mountain Activity Center 

 
 
 
 

 Nets and On-The-Air Activities 
 

Net Freq / PL Day Time 
BRARC Net 146.640 MHz/ 91.5 Sunday 8:00 PM 
BRARC Rag Chew 28350 kHz Sunday following 146.640 net 
Oasis Shrine Net 145.190 MHz Sunday 9:00 PM  
Mount Pisgah 220 Net 224.260 MHz Sunday 9:00 PM 
Good Morning Net 146.760 MHz M-W-F 9:00 AM 
WCARS Info. Net 146.910 MHz/ 91.5  Monday 8:30 PM 
Mount Mitchell 220 Net 224.540 MHz Monday 9:00 PM 
WCARS Simplex Net 147.525 MHz Tuesday 8:30 PM 
Henderson County ARES Net 146.640 MHz / 91.5 Wednesday 9:00 PM 
Buncombe ARES Net 146.910 MHz/ 91.5  Wednesday 9:00 PM 
Transylvania ARC Net 147.135 MHz Thursday 8:00 PM 
QCWA Chapter 76 3942 kHz (SSB) Saturday 9:00 AM 
6600 Net 145.190 MHz Saturday 9:00 PM 
K4UUQ Morning Net 7225.5 kHz (SSB)    Mon-Sat 7:00 AM    Sunday 8:00 AM 
NC Morning Net 3927 kHz (SSB) Daily 7:45 AM 
SATERN Net 14265 kHz Daily 10:00 AM 
Carolinas Slow Net 3695 kHz (CW 5-8 wpm) Daily 8:00 PM 
NC Evening Net 3923 kHz (SSB) Daily 6:30 PM 
Carolinas Net (Early) 3573 kHz (CW 20-22 wpm) Daily 7:00 PM  
Tarheel ARES Net 3923 kHz (SSB) Daily 7:30 PM 
Blue Ridge Traffic (SC) 146.610 MHz Daily 9:00 PM 
Carolinas Net (Late) 3573 kHz (CW 15-18 wpm) Daily 10:00 PM 

if this information has changed, please contact Dick Smith at 687-9531 or k4kqj@arrl.net!  
 


